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Nourish Scholarship Policy  
(updated 2019.04.19) 

 
1.0 Nourish provides both direct therapy service and therapeutic equipment 

scholarships to families with children who have feeding difficulties and, who due to 

financial restrictions, would be unable to participate in therapy services or obtain 

therapeutic equipment.  

 

2.0 Full and partial scholarships are available.  A full scholarship for direct therapy 

services is limited to one evaluation and up to a total of 12 therapy hours per year.  A full 

scholarship for therapy equipment is limited to up to $500.00 per year.  Recipients of one 

scholarship fund are eligible to apply for another scholarship fund within the same year.  

Scholarship award will be based on service requested, financial need, and available 

funds, as determined by the Nourish Scholarship Committee. The direct therapy 

scholarships will be assigned a designated value and can be used for specific sessions or 

for direct payment support for unpaid insurance balances upon approval from the Nourish 

Board of Directors.  

 

3.0 Scholarship requests are open to anyone for whom acquiring therapy services         

would pose a financial hardship, such as families who  

(1) receive government subsidized assistance such as AHCCCS, WIC, or 

ALTECS;  

(2) do not have health insurance;  

(3) have health insurance but their plan does not fund, or underfunds, therapy 

services or equipment; and/or  

(4) have a large deductible.   

 

Nourish is committed to awarding 50% or more of all scholarships to families who are 

considered working poor, receive TANF, qualify for AHCCCS or WIC, or have children 

who are chronically ill 

 or physically disabled. 

 

4.0 Families requesting scholarship funds must complete the application in its entirity 

and sign the Scholarship Application form.  Incomplete applications will be returned to 

the family and/or requesting agency.  The application must be signed by both the family 

and treating therapist.  A Scholarship Application can be submitted prior to services 

beginning, or may be requested in a situation where support is needed when insurance 

coverage did not meet expectations. 
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5.0 Scholarship applications will be emailed to the Nourish Scholarship Committee 

by the requesting agency.  Scholarship awards will be based on the above financial 

qualifying requirements, therapeutic need, and available scholarship funds.  The Nourish 

Scholarship Committee will maintain documentation of justification for applications 

accepted and denied. All applicants will be contacted with the status of award within the 

week of the Nourish Scholarship Committee reviewing the application.  The award letter 

will include the number of sessions that have been approved or the dollar amount the 

family has been approved for, and will reiterate if and how much the family is willing to 

contribute to the cost of the therapy session or equipment, or if and how many hours the 

family was willing to volunteer for Nourish.  

 

6.0 Scholarship recipient and parent/guardian must be willing and able to attend and 

participate in therapy services. 

 

7.0 Scholarship checks will be made payable to approved therapy provider or therapy 

equipment vendor.  Checks will be sent directly to the provider agency or therapy vendor 

upon receipt of an invoice mailed to Nourish for therapy services or equipment on behalf 

of the scholarship recipient.  

 

8.0 Scholarship offer is good for 30 days following award notice.  After being 

informed of the scholarship offer, it is the responsibility of the recipient’s family to 

contact provider agency to schedule therapy services.  After 30 days, if family has not 

attempted to schedule appointment with therapist, the scholarship offer will expire and 

applicant will need to re-apply.    

 

9.0 Scholarships are non-transferable. Scholarship recipients must notify Nourish and 

providing agency if they decide not to accept the scholarship.  

 

10.0 If a scholarship recipient should decide not to use the scholarship, unencumbered 

funds will go back into the general scholarship fund.   

 

11.0 A provider agency who recieves scholarship funds on behalf of a family are 

required to review awarded scholarships every six months and notify Nourish which 

awards went unused.  Unencumbered funds will go back into the general scholarship 

fund.  

 

12.0  Under exceptional circumstances a Scholarship Exception Extension can be 

requested.  If a family has utilized the full allotment of available scholarships of one 

evaluation and 12 ongoing sessions, they can apply for a scholarship exception extension 

with the following process: 

1. Family writes a request letter including how feeding therapy has helped their 

child.  

2. The treating therapist writes a letter requesting more units with documentation of 

goals, progress, parent involvement and reason for the extension request. 

3. Family must be current on promised copay, if applicable. 
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4. The request will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee and brought to the 

Board of Directors for final conisderation. 

 

12.0 Nourish will maintain documentation of all scholarship requests, scholarship 

awards given, and the percentage of scholarship funds given to families who are 

considered working poor, receive TANF, AHCCCS or WIC, or children who are 

chronically ill or physically disabled in order to maintain our Arizona Charitable 

Organization tax status. 

 

13.0 Nourish will send a follow up letter to recipient families asking how therapy 

services or equipment has benefited their child three months after receiving therapy 

equipment or therapy services.   

 

14.0 Nourish is meant to be the payor of last resort.  The following are the 

responsibility of the providing agency to help ensure that Nourish is the payor of last 

resort: 

1. A written policy and procedure on their billing practices and should include how 

and when community funds, including Nourish, are offered, utilized, and a 

transition plan for finding a more long term funding source for therapy services 

for the child if community funds are being utilized. 

2.  Have a strong working knowledge of other agencies in the community who offer 

similar feeding therapy services, and the insurance companies these agencies are 

contracted with in order to refer a family to an agency who may accept that 

child’s insurance.   

3. Provide a list of which insurance agencies they are contracted with, and update 

list with Nourish as necessary. 

 

15.0 Nourish funds may be used in unique situations in which a providing agency is 

not a contracted provider with a family’s insurance provider.  Such requests need to be 

made in writing on the Nourish Scholarship Application and submitted for approval by 

the Nourish Board of Directors.   


